
 

6th Grade Writing 2020-2021  
Course Expectations, Policies, and Procedures 

Ms. Amy Shusta     ||     E-mail:  ashusta@bhpsnj.org     ||     Voicemail Extension: 1664 

*** 

 

 

Name: _____________________________ Date:____________________ Block: _________ 

 

 
Welcome! 

Welcome to 6th Grade Writing!  I hope that all of you have enjoyed a fun and relaxing summer.  I 

am looking forward to learning about you and writing with you throughout the school year!  Both parents and 

students, please do not hesitate to reach out to me with questions or concerns this year.  My contact 

information can be found at the top of this page and on my teacher webpage.  The best way to contact me 

is via e-mail.  If you would like to schedule a phone conversation, please e-mail first to set up a convenient 

date and time. 

I understand that sixth grade is a big transition year, so my primary goal is to make our hybrid or 

remote-learning classroom a fun, creative, and safe space that is conducive to growing as writers and human 

beings.  The following guidelines will assist you in adjusting to the sixth grade transition and explain what is 

expected of you this year.  We will review this information in class together.  Please read and review these 

expectations once again at home with your parent/guardian. 
 

What do I need? 
Please bring the following to class each day: 

1. A charged Chromebook 

*Please make it a habit to charge your Chromebook each night.  Not having your Chromebook in class is being 

unprepared for the day. 

2. Agenda/Homework Pad 

3. A composition notebook (This will become your Writer’s Notebook.) 

4. Writing utensils:  a pencil, a colored pen, a set of colored pencils, and a highlighter 

5. Wired headphones/earbuds 

*No wireless headphones allowed 

6. *OPTIONAL*  |  Three-ring binder with two section dividers labeled Writing & Grammar 

*You may choose to print any resources that I post to Google Classroom and keep them in your binder. 

 

How will I be graded? 

Students will be graded based on a total points system, with each assignment being worth a certain amount 

of points.  The values listed below are projected average points for each type of assignment; they may vary. 

1. Homework and Classwork Assignments:  5-30 points 

2. Quizzes & Graded Check-ins:  15-60 points 

3. Writing Assignments (paragraphs, essays, etc.):  30-100 points 

4. Projects:  30-100 points 

5. Writer’s Notebook Engagement:  10-30 points 
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Can I hand in late work? 

General classwork and homework assignments that are submitted late during this hybrid or remote-learning 

model will result in a point deduction as outlined on the individual assignment rubric.  Late submissions on 

projects and formal writing assignments, including paragraphs and essays, will result in a ten percent reduction 

per school day.  If, for any reason, you are unable to submit an assignment on time, please let me know and 

include an explanation via email PRIOR to the submission time.  Do your very best to stay organized and hand 

in assignments on time. 
 

What if I’m absent? 
➔ Step 1:  Check Google Classroom for the daily assignment/electronic materials that have been 

posted.  Read through the assignment and materials carefully. 

➔ Step 2:  If you have questions, first email a classmate from your Writing block.  If you still have 

questions after speaking with a classmate, email Ms. Shusta. 

➔ Step 3:  Make up your work!  If you are absent on a test or quiz day, you are expected to make up the 

assessment on the day you return to school.  Please use the afternoon sessions to your advantage. 

 

What if I need extra help? 
Please take advantage of the afternoon sessions for extra help and one-on-one or small group conferencing. 

 

What’s Google Classroom all about? 
We will be using Google Classroom as our primary classroom resource throughout the year.  Daily 

instructions and Zoom links will be posted at the start of the block in Google Classroom.  This is also where 

announcements, class notes, classwork/homework assignments, and other important information will be 

shared. Google Classroom is a technological tool that can be used to work on various assignments, collaborate 

in small group activities, and participate in other educational tasks.  It is very important that you check Google 

Classroom daily in our hybrid or remote-learning classroom setting. 
 

How do I access Google Classroom? 
➔ Once signed in to your Berkeley Heights Google account, go to classroom.google.com  

➔ Click + (plus button) 

➔ Enter the code below for your class:  

Writing 6 (Block A):  b4nsnck 

Writing 6 (Block C):  bduqwfv 

Writing 6 (Block D):  o2o4ik4 

Writing 6 (Block F):  b36utiw 

Writing 6 (Block G):  gxl7j5u 

 
What is Academic Integrity? 
The 2020-21 CMS Student Handbook states, “Academic integrity is founded upon the values of personal 

honesty and ethical behavior.  It involves the honest presentation of one’s own work and the 

responsible, cited use of the work, words, or ideas of others.  Any attempt to obtain credit for work 

done by another constitutes academic dishonesty, is not honorable, and will not be tolerated at Columbia 

Middle School.  Knowingly allowing another student to copy your work compromises academic integrity and 

is a violation equal to plagiarism.”  Always complete your own work and cite your sources. 

 

 



 

 
General Classroom Procedures for Writing 6 

 
1. When class begins, you should be in your assigned seat/home workspace completing the following: 

a. Writing down your homework - this will always be written on the “Homework” Board and 

included in the daily post on Google Classroom. 

b. Starting the Warmup, either in your Writer’s Notebook or on Google Classroom 

 

2. At the end of class, do not pack up or get out of your seat until I dismiss you.  If a closure question/ 

activity is posted to Google Classroom, you are required to complete this before leaving class. 

 

3. BE PREPARED!  Bring your required class supplies every day.  Keep track of your own supplies, and 

please do not share them with your classmates this year. 

 

4. If you need to leave the room to go to the bathroom, please ask permission first. 

 

5. Raise your hand when you have a question or when you would like to participate in class. 

 

6. Always respect and follow directions given about technology usage. We will use Chromebooks daily in 

the classroom; these Chromebooks should ONLY be used for class-related activities. 

Students who are off-task on Chromebooks risk negatively impacting their grade and potential 

disciplinary consequences. 

 

7. We are mutually supportive in our classroom. This classroom is a safe space.  We respect one another, 

and we take good care of each other. 

 

8. Work hard and be kind to one another. 

 

9. We are all in this classroom to learn.  No one is allowed to prevent that from happening. 

 

10. Do your best this year as we all adjust to this new school environment! 

 

 

Most importantly, enter this classroom with an open mind and a willing heart.  This is an opportunity for us 

to learn and grow as writers.  I look forward to working with you;  I know that it will be a wonderful year! 

 

 


